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courage of the French people were now needed for the holy
cause in aid of the Genoese against the Saracens; and
although the outcome of the planned campaign would be
limited, the harvest of glory from it would be great and
everlasting,1    On the other hand, the French chroniclers
make only a plain statement of the relevant facts put forward
by the ambassadors.    Their spokesman, a clerk, asked for
the King's help to suppress the terrorization of the seas by
the Saracen pirates, and, on behalf of his republic, offered
to supply the expedition with the necessary fleet to convey
the crusaders to al-Mahdiya.2    Moreover, Genoa would
furnish all the provisions and an army including twelve
thousand archers in addition to eight thousand well-equipped
valets  (gros  valetf]  for  the  duration   of the  campaign.3
After listening to the Genoese plan and offer, the King
promised to give the ambassadors his reply in two days,4
during which he retired to consider the whole matter with i
his council.    In the secret deliberations which followed,
there were evidently two opposed parties.    The Marmou-
sets including such men as Bureau de la Riviere and Jean
le Mercier, promoted from the ranks of the bourgeoisie by
Charles V and employed by Charles VI as his personal
advisers until the disastrous period of his madness, ap-
proached the subject with great caution.    France was in
need of her men, they asserted, especially as the negotiations
for a stable and abiding peace with England were still in
progress and the relations between the two countries were
not yet founded on a permanent basis.    It would there-
fore be folly to encourage a project by which the flower of
French chivalry should be engaged in foreign fields while
the   situation   at   home   remained   precarious.    On   the
other hand, the nobles, especially the young and impulsive
1 Foglietta, DelFIstorie dt Genova, 348 et seq.; cf. Mirot, 10.  '
2 Known in the French chronicles as 'ville d'Auffrique en Barbaric'.    See
for example, Cabaret d'Orville, 218 passim-, Froissart (ed. Kervyn), XIV,
152 et seq., 269 et seq.    Fide infra, 411 n. 4.
3 Cabaret d'Orville, 218-20; Froissart, XIV, 152-3; Religieux de Saint-
Denis (ed. Belkguet), I, 648-51; Jean Juvenal des Ursins (ed. Michaud et
Poujoulat, in Nouv. Coll. des MJmoires, II), 383.
4 Cabaret d'Orville, 220.    According to the Religieux, I, 650, the King
regretted that he was unable himself to lead the crusade.